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Ç 36 sq miles half French half
Dutch with 16 sq miles of Lagoon

Ç Total population estimated at
100 .000 (Large percentage of
Caribbean nationals)

Ç Tourism and Trade related as the
main activities

Ç Heavily dependent on imports
and external exchange

Ç Important Maritime Sector, both
Yachting and Commercial

Ç Regional Platform for goods and
services, necessary for many of
the surrounding Islands
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}Over 1.2 million Cruise Ship passengers per
year

}Over 500 .000 Stay- over passengers per year

}Voted 3 rd Vacation destination of the world
and 1st Caribbean vacation destination

}Over 1.5 million transit passengers

Source - The St. Maarten Tourist Bureau
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}1,200,000 cruise passengers in 2008
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> 600,000 flight passengers in 2008
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}1. The consequences of placing the
Island in ôshutdownõmode

}2. Bouncing back
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Hurricane Omar, a Cat3, passed
between St. Maarten and St. Croix
and thus effects were less than
what were expected from a Cat3
Storm . The Island, however,
practically remained open . Point
in case to the decision of what to
do .

Ễ If the island had been shut
down completely, what effect
would that have had, versus
ỄIf the island had not been shut
down, as was the case, but the
storm effects were
catastrophic éé.

Photograph Source - www.nnvl.noaa.gov
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}Shutting down the Island and nothing happens
ƁAdditional expenses 

ƁLoss of revenue

ƁLoss of trust/confidence in EOC officials and the system

}Not shutting down the Island and something 
does happen
ƁPossible Loss of Life

ƁAdditional property damage

ƁLogistical problems

ƁChaotic damage control management

ƁDelay in ôbouncing backõ



Glen A. Carty
COO UTS EC

}Obviously prevention is better than cure,
however, in order to lessen the amount of
criticism following shutting down and nothing
happens, we have to continue to educate the
public that living on an Island in the
Hurricane belt is something that we have to
live with .
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}Intervals between major storms;

}A new generation without major storm 
experience;

}Retiring disaster management personnel 
being replaced by educated ôrookiesõ; 

}Lack of budget; 

}Disaster preparedness not seen as a priorities
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}Small sized economies often depending on a 
source of income from one sector - tourism

}The dependence of the region on external goods 
and services for our survival and doing business

}The vulnerability of the regionõs infrastructural 
facilities, such as the Harbour , Airport and Roads

}The importance of the natural habitats of the 
Caribbean in their economic growth

}The slow recovery due to the geographical 
location and lack of resources
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Teams trained to respond to a number of disaster
scenarios follow escalation procedures that have been
tested through drills or previous emergencies .
Separation of life safety and equipment duties is
essential prior to the onset of a disaster . Training,
drills and evaluation are essential to keep the plan
relevant .

Every household, business and organization should
have a disaster plan . The better the plan and
preparation, the faster the recovery .
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}ONGOING EDUCATION AND AWARENESS
ƁSchools
¶Part of curriculum
ƁPrivate Sector
¶Through the Chamber of Commerce
ƁPublic Sector
¶PSA
¶Table Top Exercises
ƁGovernment
¶Table top exercises
¶Training
¶More cooperation and exchange of information with the 

rest of the Caribbean  
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}The devastating effects of the last hurricanes have 
created a general awareness among the different 
countries in the Caribbean. As such, the Heads of 
States of the Caribbean Community, CARICOM, signed 
a treaty in 2008 in that regard:

Source - CARICOM
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}The role of Broadcasters follows in the heels 
of ongoing education and awareness. 

ƁThey form a vital group in educating and informing
the public at large .

ƁA keen self awareness, stress tolerance and the
willingness to put their audience first is one of the
most important competencies during a Hurricane . It
is a selfless act that often involves personal
sacrifices .
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} St. Maarten's Laser 101 was honored with a special NAB
International Broadcasting Award for Exceptional Public
Service following the devastation wreaked by Hurricanes
Luis and Marilyn . "Laser 101 's performance under the
most adversarial conditions provided an extremely
valuable public service to the residents of St. Maarten .
Their experience reminds us all of the vital role
broadcasters serve during times of crises ." remarked

NAB CEO/President Eddie Fritts .

Philipsburg Broadcasting, d.b.a. Laser 101, 

wins prestigious international award

Source: www.nab.org



Glen A. Carty
COO UTS EC

}Telecommunications plays a vital role before,
during and after a hurricane .

}Emergency response teams have to rely on
the Telecom industry to ensure continuous
communication

}The Telecom industry has to ensure that they
are prepared and can provide a quality of
service to Emergency response teams,
Broadcast Services and Governmental
organizations
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} October 13 - TD 15 develops with its center near 14.8  N 
and 69.6  W; 

} October 14 ðTD15 upgraded to TS Omar and moving NE
in the afternoon .
ƁLate afternoon TS Warning and H- Watch issued for SSSIslands .
ƁAt 11 pm H- Watches upgraded to H- Warning

} October 15 ðH Omar continues to intensify reaching
Cat2 intensity during early evening . Late evening, as
approaching the SSS Islands, H Omar reaches Cat3
intensity
ƁEye of Omar moves W of the islands and wind speeds continue

to increase
ƁSW winds cause high waves and storm surges damage coastal

areas

Source ðwww.weather.an
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St. Maarten, October 15, 2008
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Beforeé

Paradise ôBlissó

Source ðwww.flickr.com
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Afteré

Paradise Lost

Source ðwww.tophousemusicblog.com
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Source ðJudy Fitzpatrick

Structural Damage
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Source  - Judy Fitzpatrick

The force of nature


